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Silvio Pellico, Rockefeller, Baroness Sutton, George Francis Train, Gideon 
Welles, Andrew D. White, Oscar Wilde. 

The text and index might be searched for titles not included in the bibli- 
ography, as for example, Ashmole, Evelyn, Wesley. 

A word must be added on her style, which is generally diffuse, at times 

muddy, and often pretentious; and on her index, which is untrustworthy: 

see, for example, the second, eleventh, and twelfth references to Augustine. 

Lane Cooper. 
Cornell University. 

Clavis Universalis. By Arthur Collier. Edited, with Introduction and 

Notes, by Ethel Bowman. Chicago, The Open Court Publishing Co.; 

London, Kegan Paul, Trench, Trubner, & Co., 1909. — pp. xxv, 140. 

The Open Court Publishing Company has again placed students of the his- 
tory of philosophy under real obligation by continuing its liberal policy of pub- 
lishing philosophical classics because they are needed, and not because their 
publication, in the individual case, is an attractive financial venture. It was 
a particularly happy thought on the.part of all concerned to publish a popular 
edition of Arthur Collier's Clavis Universalis (1713), presumably mentioned 
in most courses on the history of philosophy in connection with Berkeley's 
Principles of Human Knowledge (1710), but hitherto beyond the reach of 
students who had not access to a fairly adequate philosophical library. 

In the " Prefatory Note," the editor says: " This edition of the ' Clavis 
Universalis ' is an exact and verified copy of the essay as it appears in Dr. 
Parr's ' Metaphysical Tracts of the Eighteenth Century.' . . . The Intro- 
duction and Notes are modified extracts from a Master's thesis accepted by 
the faculty of Wellesley College. They aim to show the direct dependence 
of Collier upon Des Cartes, Malebranche, and Norris, as well as the parallelism 
of Collier and Berkeley." And we are further told: " The thanks of the 
editor are due to Professor Mary Whiton Calkins who suggested and directed 
the work. ..." 

It is not clear to the reviewer why this reprint should have been made from 
the text of Dr. Parr's Metaphysical Tracts (1837), instead of from the text of 
the original edition (1713). While neither volume is particularly easy to ob- 
tain, neither is (as the reviewer can testify) by any means " excessively rare," 
to use the jargon of the second-hand book trade. Even aside from the natural, 
and certainly legitimate, preference for a copy from an original as against a 
copy from a copy, we learn from the "Advertisement " to the Metaphysical 
Tracts the following: " The present volume, prepared for the press by the 
late Dr. Parr, was nearly ready for publication when that learned person died. 
. . . The proprietor regrets that the printing and the paper are of an inferior 
kind, and that there are many typographical errors which need correction. 
'. . ." But to pursue this criticism further would be uncalled for, if not unjust. 
The present reviewer insists on preferring his copy of the first edition of the 
Clavis Universalis to his copy of the (confessedly none too accurate) reprint ; 
but he can assure the timid student that the text as reprinted in the Mela- 



No. 3.] NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 349 

■physical Tracts is quite accurate enough for all practical purposes, while nothing 
but the original, of course, would do for most technical purposes. Nothing 
in the text could easily compare for picturesqueness with the (actual) title- 
page of this edition, where it reads: "Regan Paul, French, Trubner & Co." 
(charitably corrected by the reviewer). 

The ' Introduction ' and ' Notes ' are of modest compass, and both are in 
good taste and fairly competent. They serve the purpose of the present pop- 
ular edition, and certainly they are all that could reasonably be expected from 
"modified extracts from a Master's thesis." But work of this editorial kind 
could have been done still better by a more practiced hand. For example, 
the editor says in the introduction: " The book seems to have attracted little 
or no attention even at the time of its publication. Had not Dr. Reid chanced 
upon it in the library at Glasgow, it might never have been known. Reid 
appreciated the value of the book, and in his ' Essays on the Intellectual 
Powers of Man,' published in 1785, gives it brief notice" (p. vii). And yet 
we read, a few pages further on: " In Germany, Collier met with recognition 
sooner than in his own country, through a full and able abstract of the 
'Clavis Universalis' made in the year 1 717. This was published in the sixth 
supplemental volume of the 'Acta Eruditorum' " (p. xi). Not only so, " But 
John Christopher Eschenbach, Professor of Philosophy in Rostock, was the 
first to make the full text of the 'Clavis' available for German scholars. . . . 
Eschenbach published this translation in 1756" (pp. xi, xii). Such inadver- 
tences do not, of course, indicate a corresponding confusion in the mind of the 
editor, but the general reader is likely to be puzzled, if not misled, by partly 
conflicting statements like these. 

Ernest Albee. 

Cornell University. 

Some Aspects of Rabbinic Theology. By S. Schechter. New York, The 

Macmillan Company, 1909. — pp. xx, 384. 

The book, as the author tells us, is not a systematic theology of Judaism, or 
of Rabbinism. Indeed, the author himself suggests, and rightly so, that in 
so far as the Talmudic sages are concerned, no systematic and logically or 
metaphysically consistent theology is possible. The Rabbis were not phi- 
losophers in the narrow sense of the term, hence they neither sought for the 
universal, nor did they drive principles to their ultimate conclusions. They 
were men of life and of action, and the particular and the living was the object 
of their attention. The complexities and the inconsistencies of life are repro- 
duced in the complexities and inconsistencies of the " sea of the Talmud." 
True enough, philosophical, theosophical, and theological notions floating in 
the atmosphere of the time were breathed in and assimilated by some of the 
Rabbis, but the very act of assimilation in their case means that they absorbed 
detached notions rather than systems or universal principles with all their 
implications and ramifications. 

All this is plainly evident to any one who reads the Talmudic and Midrashic 
writings, however little of them he reads or however much. And Professor 



